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PREFACE. 


X    HE  man  who  from  his  infancy  for  thirty- 
years    has    borne  an   unblemifhed  charader, 
and    been  accuftomed    to    much   popularity, 
will  naturally  feel  fome  uneafinefs,    and  oc- 
cafion   fome   to   his    friends,    when    the  tide 
turns,  and  the  veering  breath  of  popular  ap- 
plaufe  deferts  his  courfe  ;  fuch  feelings  have 
prompted  a  friend    of  Dr.    Browne  to  print 
the  following  documents,  not  for  general  pub- 
lication, but  to  diftribute  among  a  few  friends. 
They  prompted   the  fame   perfon    to  publifh 
in  a  newfpaper  his  anfwer  to  his  conftituents 
the  moment  it  was  given  :  The  decided  mea- 
fure  ftartled  the  adverfary,  who  then  cunningly 
pretended  to  condemn  it,  and  to  fay  that  the  ad- 
drefs  had  never  been  intended  for  publication  j 
(an  aifertion    totally    incredible,    and    incon- 
fiftent   with   its    plain  objed  of  depreciating 
charafler,)  and  to  lament  that  they  were  not 
allowed   to  whifper   away   that  charafler  in 
private   companies,    where    the   anfwer   and 
defence  would  never  have  been  heard  of.    To 
prevent  fuch   attempts   is   the  objed  of  the 

prefent  colledion, 

^  One 


(     iv     ) 

One  word  as  to  a  charge  of  ingratitude  in 
fome  of  his  conftituents  :  flridly  fpeaking  it 
may  be  faid,  conftituents  cannot  be  un- 
grateful, as  a  man  by  doing  his  duty  doth  not 
oblige  them ;  yet  if  a  man  to  pleafe  them  has 
relinquifhed  and  pafled  over  voluntarily  many 
opportunities  of  advancing  himfelfconfiderably 
and  w^ith  honour  in  the  world  ;  and  they  after- 
wards without  any  caufe  or  pretence  of  blame 
feek  to  difcard  and  to  difgrace  him,  and, 
when  they  think  he  is  no  longer  ufeful  to 
their  purpofes,  endeavour  to  fubftitute  others 
whom  they  apprehend  more  likely  to  advance 
the  interefis  of  individuals,  the  term  may  not 
be  altogether  inapplicable.*  And  if  in  com- 
pliance with  his  own  real  opinions,  uncon- 
ne£^ed  with  complaifance  to  his  conftituents, 
he  rejeds  great  and  tempting  opportunities, 
(which  more  than  one  man  alive  knows  Dr. 
Browne  did  in  the  time  of  the  regency,)  it 
ftiould  feem  to  be  fome  ground  for  fuppofing 
that  a  man  ftill  aded  according  to  his  real 
opinions,  and  for  expeding  that  he  ftiould 
be  treated    with   refped,    or    at    leaft    with 

decency. 

His 

*  Notuithftanding  all  the  fervices  done  by  former  members  to 
the  L'niverfity,  they  were  deferted ;  ot.e  remarkable  inftance  of 
an  illuflrious  peifon  offers  itielf;  and  as  foon  as  Dr.  Browne 
ceafed  to  be  thought  necefT^ry  as  an  opponenr  lo  the  Hutchinfbn 
family,  inceflant  endeavours  were  made  to  fupplant  him. 


f     V     ) 

His  opinions  on  the  fubje6l  of  Union  may- 
be colleded  from  the  following  documents, 
and  they  are  briefly  thefe ;  he  did  always 
from  the  year  17S2  think  that  this  Kingdom^ 
nominally  independent  but  reiliy  governed 
by  Britifh  influence  in  its  own  parliament  on 
imperial  queftions,  and  by  colonial  prejudice 
and  monopoly  in  its  own  private  concerns, 
flood  in  the  mofl  awkward  utuation  ;  tendin:^ 
to  feparation  if  it  really  aflierted  and  exerted 
independence,  with  the  mere  fliadow  of  a 
parliament  if  it  did  not;  he  neverthelefs 
thought  that  by  wife  and  moderate  counciis, 
and  conciliatory  meafures,  and  a  temperate 
and  rational  reform  in  parliament,  we  might 
go  on  without  an  Union,  to  which  he  wasjn 
general  and  the  abflrad  always  inclined,  not 
as  deiirable  if  it  could  be  avoided,  but  as 
probably  ncceffary.  When  he  found  by  the 
madnefs  of  democracy  and  the  fury  of  rebel- 
lion all  his  hopes  fruitrated,  and  that  all 
attempts  at  reform  tended  only  to  civil  w^ar, 
and  in  fad  by  the  folly  of  fome  and  wicked- 
nefs  of  others  terminated  in  it,  he  became 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  an  Union  was  ne- 
ceflary.  He  was  always  a  friend  to  the  church 
and  to  eftablifhments ;  he  w^as  a  friend  to  a 
jundion  with  England,  he  was  an  orangeman 

if 


(     vi     ) 

if  that  term  means  a  friend  to  the  memory 
of  King  William,  to  the  revolution  and  to 
rational  liberty  ^  but  he  was  not  an  orangeman 
if  that  term  means  a  perfecuting  bigot,  and 
the  conduit  of  fuch  orangemen  as  much  de- 
cided him  in  favour  of  the  Union  as  the 
conduct  of  the  rebels  and  perhaps  v^ere  as 
much  the  caufe  of  the  Union ;  with  thefe 
fentiments,  when  a  noble  Lord  in  1798  fent 
circular  letters  to  all  members  of  Parlia- 
ment to  knovv^  their  fentiments  on  the  fubjedt 
of  Union,  he  told  him  and  every  other  man 
that  afked  him,  that  he  was  decidedly  in 
favour  of  the  meafure,  but  was  afraid  of 
his  conflituents;  he  had  the  weaknefs  to  fufFer 
that  fear  to  carry  his  vote  againft  his  real  fen- 
timents in  the  fubfequent  feflion  (and  thence 
and  thence  only  the  apparent  contradidion  in 
his  condud,  if  there  be  fuch),  and  he  had 
the  folly  to  hope  that  experience  of  the  fitua- 
tion  to  which  foolifh  councils  had  brought  us 
would  repair  the  fault*  and  teach  men  that  if 
we  were  not  to  have  Union  with  England  we 
muft  have  internal  conciliation  ;  he  had  the 
weaknefs  to  fuppofe  that  ftill  it  was  poffible 
to  confider  this  land  as  a  great  and  cemented 
kingdom,  and  not  as  a  petty  and  infuriated 
colony  J  but  when  he  found  his  miftake,  when 

he 


(     vii     ) 

he  found  himfelf  ading  with  a  few  old  friends 
who  he  knew  w^ould  be  deferted  the  moment 
this  bufinefs  was  over,  but  for  the  moft  part 
with  men  who  only  were  for  rejecting  the 
Union  to  return  to  the  fame  violent  councils 
which  had  precipitated  it,  he  determined  to 
recur  to  the  principle  he  had  always  thought 
right,  and  which  indeed  it  was  now  evident 
muft  take  place  w^hen  that  of  conciliation 
was  rejedled,  and  decidedly  to  fupport  an 
Union  between  England  and  Ireland,  provided 
the  terms  were  good  and  defirable. 


vi 


DOCUMENTS 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  LATE 

PARLIJMENrjRT  CONDUCT 

OF 

DOCTOR  BROWNE, 
RESPECTING    THE    UNION. 


ExtraSls  from  a  Speech  of  DoSlor  Browne  in  the 
lloufc  of  Commons  on  Friday  ^  ^th  of  February  1799, 
as  taken  from  the  Dublin  Eiening  Poji  of  February 
the  igihy  1799. 


1  HOUGVI  I  at  prefent  vote  againft  the  Union, 
I  wiOi  to  treat  the  ar-uments  for  it  wkh  all  pofTible 
refpecl.  I  agiee  with  the  noble  Lord  (CaJilereaghJ 
in  thinking  that  no  motion  can  go  to  all  futurity, 
though  I  do  not  therefore  think  the  prefent  motion 
(Lord  Corry*s)  unneceffary." 


A*  «  I  am 


(  '2  ) 

"  I  am  one  of  thofe,  who,  fhocked  with  the  dif- 
tradlions  of  the  r/dtion,  have  been  inclined  to  liften 
to  any  rational  refource,  and  was  at  firfl  diipofed  to 
receive  the  propofitions  for  an  Union  at  lead  into 
confideration,  if  it  be  fhewn  that  parliament  is 
competent  fo  to  do." 

And  the  conclufioji  of  his  fpeech  zuas  in  thefe  words: 

"  I  commend  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  as 
cautioufly  worded  as  to  futurity  ;  I  (hould  have 
objected  to  it,  if  it  went  to  bind  me  for  ever ;  at 
all  events  I  cannot  forefee  any  poflible  circumflance 
which  can  inch'ne  me  to  an  Union,  except  it  were 
neceflary  to  prevent  the  country  from  becoming  a 
French  province  ;  but  not  being  able  to  forefee  all 
poflible  circumftances,  I  did,  even  at  my  eledlion 
into  parliament,  boldly  refufe  to  make  any  fuch 
unneceffary  declaration."* 


*At  this  period  nobody  pretended  to  doubt  or  attempted  to  con* 
tradid  this  aflertion  either  in  or  out  of  the  houfe  ;  the  denial  of 
it  was  an  after-thought. 


[    *3     ] 


Exira^s  from  Doaor  Browne^ s  anpwer  to  a  part  of 
his  Conftituents  who  addrejfed  him  againfi  the  Union^ 
in  January  1799;  in  compliance  with  ^jjhicb  ad' 
irefs  he  then  voted  againfi  it* 


"  I  love  both  kingdoms,  (Ireland  and  England) 
and  have  even  frequently  found  in  my  acquaintance 
with  the  latter,  a  liberality,  juftice  and  affedion 
towards  this  country  which  it  fometimcs  doth  not 
experience  at  home.'* 

"  Almoft  any  fituation  would  appear  to  me  prefer- 
able to  a  renewal  of  the  horrors  and  atrocities,  and 
the  almoft  general  oblivion  of  the  conftitution  ex- 
perienced in  the  lafl  year." 


*  Thefe  extradls  are  inferted  to  fhew  the  tendency  of  his  mind 
at  the  time,  though  h^  voted  againft  the  Union. 


[     -4     ] 

"  I  cuirot,  ?t  the  fan."  ti^iie  that  I  vote  againfl:  the 
Union,  forbear  to  express  my  appi'^henfiop^,  that  if 
foine  ::at>rjvement  dcrs  rot  tahe  p'ace  "i  the  ftate 
or  concuci  of  rhe  pailia'v.ert  of  Tre);^  d  fuch  a  fatal 
apa\hy  to  its  cadence  will  take  pl::ce|-  as  will  at 
length  occafion  the  evil  you  dread.];" 


f   It  was  the  cafe. 

J  He  never  denied  the  mcejftty  of  an  Union  to  be  20  c#IL 


The  following  is  the  Subjiance  cf  Dodor  Browne's 
Speech  in  the  Hotife  of  Commons  on  Wednefday  the 
i^th  of  January  1800. 


Doclor  Browne,  (College.)  Real  change  of  opinion 
after  twelve  months  reflexion,  refped  for  the  fenti- 
nients  of  no  inconfideruble  part  of  the  nation,  atten- 
tion to  his  Majedy's  repeated  declarations  that  he 
thought  an  Union  elfential  to  the  interells  of  the  em- 
pire, might  be  adequate  caufes  of  men's  now  voting, 
at  lead  to  hear  the  proportions;  indignation  at  the 
meafures  which  were  purfued  after  the  rejection  of 
the  Union  hi(l  year,  not  by  the  Chief  Governor, 
(whofe  conduct  and  charader  I  have  always  admired 
and  revered,  and  whofe  coming  into  this  country  I 
confider  a  blefling  to  it)  but  by  parliament,  was  the 
efpecial  caufe  which  made  me  declare  both  in  and 
out  of  the  houfe,  and  write  to  feveral  of  my  poli- 
tical friends  lad  fummer,  that  if  ever  propofitions 
of  Union  were  brought  on  again,  I  would  vote  to 
hear  what  they  were,  as  I  thought  our  fituation 
could  fcarcely  be  worfe,  and  any  report  that  hope, 

A  promife 


(  2  ) 

promlfe  or  inducement  of  any  kind  was  held  out 
to  me  to  influence  my  vote,  is  inconfiftent  with 
my  parliamentary  condu£l:  for  feventeen  years,  and 
abfolutely  falfe  and  groundlefs.  My  vote  this 
night  leaves  me  as  much  at  liberty  to  rejeQ:  the 
proportions  in  toto,  /.  e,  to  vote  againfl:  an  Union, 
as  ever  I  was  in  my  life. 

I  always  as  I  conceive  have  left  myfelf  unconfined 
as  to  confidering  this  important  fubjecl,  as  I 
think  every  rational  man  fhould  do:  I  am  fure  I 
have  always  intended  to  do  fo,  and  accordingly  at 
the  laft  general  eledlion*,  being  the  firfl  interrogated 
upon  the  fubjeft,  I  refufed  to  bind  myfelf,  faying 
that  I  could  not  forefee  all  pofTible  cafes,  but  I  did 
not  conceive  any  probable,  in  which  I  could  be 
brought  to  aflent  to  fuch  a  meafure.  My  prefeiu 
colleague,  being  next  afked,  put  the  cafe  of  prefer- 
ence to  an  Union  with  France.  I  am  pofitive  that 
he  firfl  mentioned  this  as  one  inflance,  but  I  do  not 
recollect  in  the  leafl,  nor  do  I  bcHeve  that  he  or 
any  of  the  candidates  confined  himfelf  to  that  fmgle 
pofTible  cafe,  and  I  am  fure  it  is  not  conformable  to 
the  conflant  modes  of  thinking  and  refolutions  which 
I  have  had  upon  the  fubje6t,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  it 
aflferted  that  I  had  limited  myfelf  in  any  fuch 
manner  till  about  two  hours  before  the  Houfe  met, 
nor  ever  dream  of  any  perfon  afferting  or  thinking 
foj  if  any  words  were  written  down,  why  were  not 
the  candidates  furnifhed  with  a  copy  ?  and  if  it  was 
fo,  how  happened  it,  that  no  perfon  ever  reminded 

me 
*  Sec  the  Documents  hereafter  annexed. 


(.     3     ) 

me  of  it ;  and  in  purfuance  of  the  fame  principle, 
I  did  pofitively  in  parliament,  on  the  third  day  of 
the  laft  feflion,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  ex- 
clude the  queflion  for  ever,  refufe  to  aflent;  and  if 
my  conflituents  thought  I  had  bound  myfelf,  what 
occafion  to  addrefs  me  on  the  fubjecl,  or  why  nqt 
remind  me  of  this   in  the  addrefs? 

r 
Inconfiftency  of  conduct  is  objected  to  me  on 
three  grounds:  ift,  as  to  what  paffed  at  the  eledion, 
to  which  I  have  anfwered:  2d,  as  to  my  vote  laft 
year,  to  which  I  anfwer,  that  my  fpeech  at  the  time 
(hews  it  was  founded  upon  reafons  and  arguments 
adapted  only  to  that  time  and  occafion,  except  as  to 
the  competency  of  parliament,  on  which  I  had 
ferious  doubts,  which  however  I  conceive  mud  have 
been  unfounded,  as  not  a  fmgle  man  fupported  me 
in  them:  3d,  as  to  the  amendment  laft  year  propofed 
by  the  opponents  of  the  Union,  going  to  bar  it 
in  perpetuwn  as  much  as  that  of  this  year,  I  do  not 
conceive  that  it  did.  It  is  avowed  to  have  that 
meaning  at  prefent.  It  was  not  fo  underitood  laft 
year  by  me  or  by  the  parliament,  for  they  diftin- 
guifhed  it  from  the  refolution  propofed  on  the  third 
night  of  the  Seflion,  to  which,  as  being  final,  they 
refufed  to  affent,  and  fo  did  I  in  exprefs  words. 

To  an  Union  in  the  abftrafl;  I  am  no  friend;  if  I 
ever  agreed  to  it,  it  would  only  be  as  to  a  leffer 
evil.  I  have  ever  wifhed  to  preferve  the  conftitution 
of  1782,  but  I  have  ever  thought  that  an  Union 

A  2  with 
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with  England  was  preferable  to  fome  fituations  in 
which  we  have  been.  Not  any  Union,  but  Union 
upon  great  and  comprehenfive  terms,  made  accept- 
able to  all  and  every  part  of  the  nation.  After  the 
fcenes  which  I  beheld  in  this  country  during  the 
rebellion  and  for  fome  time  after,  I  exprefsly  de- 
clared to  fome  very  refpectable  and  dignified  friends 
who  well  remember  it,  that  1  thought  fuch  an  Union, 
under  the  then  exifling  circumftances,  defirable, 
and  I  never  did  at  any  time  (hew  that  heat  and  fury 
upon  the  fubjedl  which  other  men  have  done.  The 
difpofition  of  the  college  in  general  is  againft  it,  but 
fo  far  from  being  univerfal,  that  nearly  half  of  the 
governing  part  of  the  fociety  favour  it;  and  fome 
leading  members  of  it  have  faid  they  would  never 
vote  for  the  man  who  oppofed  the  Union. 

It  doth  not  feem  to  me  a  good  method  of  pro- 
moting the  Union,  to  perfecute  every  man  with 
calumny  and  abufe,  who  fays  that  he  thinks  we 
ought  to  hear  what  England  propofes,  even  though 
he  refts  that  opinion  merely  on  his  notion  of  its 
propriety;  if  oppofition  to  the  Union  proceeds  from 
love  of  the  nation  I  refped  it ;  if  from  regard  to 
individual  power  or  perfonal  aggrandizement,  I  con- 
cern not  myfelf  about  it. 

One  word  to  an  infmuation,  not  very  liberal,  that 
I  have  lived  on  the  bounty  of  a  country  to  which  I 
am  ungrateful.  Both  parts  of  the  aflertion  I  deny. 
The  fellow  of  a  college  who  obtains  his  fituation  by 

hard 
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hard  labour  and  induflry,  purchafes  it,  and  no  more 
lives  on  bounty  than  the  lawyer  or  the  re6lor.  I 
am  not  fo  humble  as  to  think  that  I  could  not  obtain 
a  competency  in  any  country,  nor  did  I  come  into 
this  without  one.  Seventeen  years  difmterefted  fer- 
vice  have  not  been  ingratitude,  though  in  fome 
quarters  they  have  met  with  it. 

I  fhould  be  more  afFecled  by  this  kind  of  attack, 
if  it  did  not  proceed  from  a  gentleman  notorioufly 
a  candidate  for  the  College,  who  communicates  with 
thofe  of  my  conflituents  v/hofe  great  induflry  is  to 
fupplant  me. 

Had  I  feen,  after  the  rejection  of  the  Union  lad 
year,  any  meafures   brought  forward  to  conciliata 
the  people,  or  to  heal  the  didradions  of  the  coun- 
try ;  had  I  feen  any  revivifcence  of  that  fpirit  which 
produced  the  conftitution  of  1782,  coming  forward 
to  preferve  it;  I  fliould  not  have  liflened  to  pro- 
pofals  of  Union,  nor  w^ould  you  have  again  heard 
its  name.     But  for  gentlemen  to  fuppofe  that  if  par- 
liament doth  not  fuppoit  itfelf,  that  it  can  be  fap- 
ported;  to  fuppofe  that  without  domeftic  virtue,  the 
nation   will  trouble   itfelf   about   its   exiftence,    is 
abfurd;  the  truth  is,  apathy  is  gone  through  the 
nation  upon  the  fubject;  the  thing  is  evident;  in 
1782,   the    idea   of   Union   could   not   have   been 
brought  forward;  in  1785,  it  could  not  have  been 
brought  forward ;  why  can  it  now  ?  becaufe  then 
the  parliament  had  the  warm  affeclions  of  the  nation, 
and  now  it  has  not. 

This 
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This  language  from  me  at  leaft  is  not  inconfiftent- 

nme  that  the  parhament  was  the  moft  virtuous    at 
another  t.me  the  moft  vicious  affembly  upon  ear'th 
nor  wath  the  other,  after  abufing  it  during  my  ^r' 
liamentary  life,  hold  h  „„  ,„  ^  ^  P 

I  have  never  been  re  dv  a     '  '"'^°"  °'  ^'""^' 
fr;»,,^  „  ,  ^  ^^  °"e  time  to  han?  mv 

Wm  u;  "  '"k  '°""  ''^  P'^"^^'  ''  -other  to'S 

e  rabTe"    d  ;?  '""^  ^^^^^^  -^  --'^  '^  -or 
equable    and  I  have  ever  faid,  that  if  there  was  not 

renovation  m  the  parliament,  it  muft  perifh. 

rebe  hon    nor  by  Orange  fyftems;  not  by  looking 

re  'who";;"  '^  '°'''"^  "P  ^-^y  ™-  as  f 
rebe^  who  difapproved  of  particular  meafures-  it 
would  have  been  by  regular  obedience  to  th    law 

and  conftuutional  parliamentary  oppofition  to  aZ' 
improper  meafures.  ^  ^"^ 

The  meafures  of  laft  feffion,  to  which  I  have  al. 
It     Tk-I"^^'   "^  ^'^^  Rebellion  bill  and  the 
ttXon    h^  '''''^'  which  I  know  was  rathe 
torced  upon  the  government  than  fought  for  by  it 
and  which  therefore  is  not  imputable  to  the  execu 
tive  power    enables  any  petty  oiEcer  to  take  up  an v 
perfon  on  the  vague  charge  of  affifting  the  rebTll  on 
on  his  mere  fufpidon,  founded  on  any  fool  ft  w "d 

witho  f  r'  '"'>  ^'''°"'  ''y  '^^  -^  executel^ 
without  the  poffibility  of  appeal  to  any  other  tw' 
bunal.    Th  s  law  ftill  exift.    „  k    j      ^ 

i4w  uui  exilts—why  do  we  not  feel  it? 
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why  do  \ee  not  know  it?  why  are  we  ignorant  that 
we  live  under  fuch  power?  becaufe  the  wifdom,  the 
prudence,  the  temper,  the  humanity,  the  goodnefs 
of  the  Chief  Governor  prevent  it;  but  can  I  forget 
that  we  Uve  under  fuch  law;  can  I  forget  that  the 
parliament,  while  it  contended  againft  the  ademp- 
tion of  its  rights,  voluntarily  rehnquiflied  them  all, 
or  that  to-morrow  a  hot  or  imprudent  or  weak  fuc- 
ceflbr  might  make  us  feel  this  unbounded  power  in 
its  excefs  ? 

The  other,  which  I  call  the  Fitzgerald  bill,  made 
for  a  particular  inftance,  has,  as  it  was  thought  it 
would,  fcreened   the  greateft  outrage  upon  private 
innocence  that  ever  was  known :  give  me  leave  to 
fay  to  my  certain  knowledge  no  meafure  ever  fo 
much  promoted  the  Union,  nor  made  fo  many  con- 
verts among  the  difpaffionate  viewers  of  our  conduct 
in  England ;    and  of   that  country  permit  me    to 
fay,  the  abufe  upon  this  occafion  neither  tends  to 
peace,   nor  is  true — for  i  have  found  in  it,  and  fo  I 
faid  a  year  ago  to  my  conftituents,  more  coolnefs, 
more  kind  difpofition  to  Ireland,  than  among  the 
fons  of  Ireland  ;  and  to  reprefent  it  as  always  hoftile 
to  us  evidently  tends  to  feparation. 

Let  rr.e  know  before  I  rejed  Union  what  is  to 
follow  :  is  it  the  old  fyftem?  is  it  the  colonial  fyftem? 
are  we  to  fee  the  Chief  Governor  with  all  his  might 
holding  in  the  reins  of  government  to  prevent  abfurd 
fury  from  plunging  it  again  in  fcenes  of  blood  and 
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horror,  which   I  do  verily  and   in    my   confcience 
believe  it  would  be  at  this  moment,  were  it  not  for 
his  prudence,  wifdom  and   temper  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  let  me  wait  to  hear  what  are  the  terms  of  the 
Union ;  is  the  church   of   Ireland  fufficiently   pro- 
tected ?  that  being  done,  are  all  fafe  privileges  given 
to  all  other  his   Majefly's   fubjecls  ?  if  the  city  of 
Dublin  is  injured,  are  any  meafures  taken  to  make 
it  compcnfation?  if  the  poor  and  peafantry  of  Ireland 
are  to  be  injured  by  increafe  of  abfentees,  is  any 
additional   provifion   made  for  them?  let  me   hear 
all  this,  and  then    determine,    but    not    determine 
madly  and  unhearing  :  doth  the  contrary  conduct 
favour  of  private  views  or  public  affedions  ?  for  my 
part,  I  will  ufe   my  judgment  coolly,  regardlefs  of 
abufe,  if  I  juftify  myfelf  to  rational  and  difpaffionate 
men. 

If  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  crime  or  any  folly, 
it  has  been  that  of  not  following  throughout  my 
original  fentiments,  (which  were  in  favour  of  an 
Union,  as  I  could  fhew  by  appeal  to  the  firfl  and 
pureft  men  in  the  nation,  ever  fmce  the  rebellion 
broke  out)  and  in  fuifering  falfe  complaifance  to 
an  ungrateful  portion  of  my  conftituents,  and  foolifh 
hopes  of  a  renovation  in  the  parliament,  to  give  me 
in  the  laft  feffion  an  appearance  and  in  fome  meafure 
the  reality  of  holding  for  the  time  a  different  fenti- 
ment. 


The  following  is  the  Subjiance  of  Dollar  Brow7ie's 
Speech  in  theHoufe  of  Commons  on  Tuefday  the  iSth 
of  February  1800. 


Do6lor  Browne,  (College.)  Said  that  he  perfifled  in 
opinion  that  Parliament  fhould  go  through  the  confi- 
deration  of  all  the  proportions,  though,  until  they 
€ame  out  of  the  mint  and  it  was  feen  how  they  might 
be  modified  by  parliament,  it  was  impoflible  for  any 
man  to  fay  whether  he  would  ultimately  approve  the 
mafs ;  but  in  this  his  mind  was  now  fettled,  that  under 
the  exifting  circumftances,  Union,  if  upon  good  terms, 
was  defirable  as  a  refuge  from  ruin,  and  therefore 
he  muft  wifli  and  hope  that  the  terms  fhould  come 
out  fuch  as  might  be  advantageous  and  acceptable 
to  the  nation.  He  never  had  difguifed  the  great 
foundation  of  his  opinion,  however  unpolite  or  un- 
palatable it  might  be ;  it  refted  on  long  obfervation 
of  the  flate  of  the  country  and  of  the  ftate  of 
parliament,  and  particularly  of  what  happened  in  the 
laft  feflion. 

I  have,  continued  he,  ever  fmce  I  fat  in  this^ 
houfe  condemned  the  fyflem  of  parliament;  I  hid 
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it  muft  end  in  its  extindion.  I  did,  when  the 
rebellion  broke  out,  though  I  abhorred  and  fhud- 
dered  at  the  atrocities  of  the  rebels,  think  that 
many  things  were  done  in  and  after  its  fuppreflion 
more  founded  in  refentment  and  rage  than  in  cool 
and  found  policy  ;  but  even  fuppofmg  thofe  feverities 
neceflary,  I  do  not  wifh  to  fee  them  repeated:  it 
may  be  neceffary  to  cut  off  an  arm  or  a  leg,  but  I 
do  not  wifh  to  fee  the  operation;  and  thefe  two 
caufes,  the  corruptions  of  parUament  and  the  fcenes 
of  the  rebellion,  have  given  to  my  mind  this  bias  to 
an  Union. 

When  the  prefent  Chief  Governor  came  over, 
and  wifhed  to  appeafe  thofe  evils,  I  naturally  ap- 
proved his  meafures,  and  I  became  warmly  attached 
to  his  perfon;  his  candour,  his  goodnefs  and  his 
wifdom  attached  me,  and  no  other  motive.  I  did 
then  think  that  union  was  neceffary,  and  1  faid  fo 
to  many  refpedlable  perfons  who  well  remember  it : 
when  the  meafure  actually  came  on,  I  thought  the 
nation  was  taken  unawares  and  had  not  proper  time ; 
I  had  doubts  of  the  competency  of  parliament;  I 
felt  a  temporary  hope  that  experience  would  teach 
us  the  abfolute  necefTity  of  altering  the  fyftem  of 
parliament,  and  departing  from  the  fyflem  of  vio- 
lence if  we  wifhed  to  preferve  the  parliament ;  and 
perhaps  falfe  complaifance  to  a  portion  of  my  con- 
ftituents  had  fome  effed  in  counteracting  my  real 
opinion >  the  parliament  inftantly  afterwards  returned 
to  its  oldfyftemsj  violence  and  bills  of  violence 
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were  redoubled  with  multiplying  force;  moft  of  the 
opponents  of  union  were  as  ready  to  agree  in  them 
as  any  other  men;  an  abfolute  military  government 
was  eftablifhed,  under  which  we  (till  live,  though 
happily  fo  adminiftered  that  we  do  not  feel  it ;  every 
thing  returned  to  its  former  ftate,  and  I  returned  to 
my  former  opinion ;  in  fo  doing  I  do  not  think  I 
have  been  inconfiflient  ;  I  do  not  differ  in  opinion 
from  other  gentlemen  who  have  condemned  the 
fyflems  of  parliament;  we  differ  only  in  inference  ; 
they  think  it  will  be  better,  I  am  convinced  it  never 
will,  and  therefore  aft  accordingly. 

But  as  to  the  greater  part  of  the  gentlemen  who 
oppofe  the  Union,  hear  what  their  language  is ;  we 
are  in  oppofition  only  on  this  one  meafure ;  we  do 
not  oppofe  it  to  fave  the  people  from  taxation :  no, 
there  is  no  quantity  of  taxation  and  contribution 
which  they  are  not  willing  to  give ;  is  it  to  fave  the 
people  from  power  ?  no,  there  is  no  power  which 
they  are  not  willing  to  part  with,  even  the  very 
whole  power  of  the  parliament  and  all  its  control 
to  the  executive;  is  it  to  fave  the  people  from  the 
fcourge?  no,  they  are  ready  and  w^ill  re-enacl  all 
the  laws  of  the  lafl:  feflion  in  the  prefent:  alk  for  a 
window  tax,  calculate  it  at  what  you  pleafe,  let  it 
produce  five  times  as  much,  wq  have  no  objection; 
a(k  for  unlimited  powers,  you  need  not  alk  for  them, 
we  would  force  them  on  you;  do  you  complain  ot 
the  parliament  having  the  power  of  war  and  peace?  we 
engage  never  to  exert  it;    do  you  complain  of  its 
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having  power  to  appoint  a  regent  ?  we  will  difclaim  it ; 
all  the  properties  of  a  free  and  independent  parliament 
we  will  give  up,  but  leave  us  the  name :  are  thefe  argu- 
ments to  be  addrelfed  to  the  people  of  Ireland  ?  what 
doth  it  all  come  to?  leave  to  us  our  power  and  indi- 
vidual importance,  let  us  recur  to  the  old  colonial 
method  of  governing  or  rather  grinding  the  country, 
and  we  do  not  care  what  you  do ;  when  I  faw  and  when 
I  heard  thefe  things,  is  it  wonderful  that  I  did  not 
find  myfelf  much  attached  to  an  oppofition  to  Union 
upon  fuch  principles ;  no  men  have  been  more  ef- 
fe£iive  in  bringing  us  to  the  neceflity  of  union  by 
miftaken  and  fevere  modes  of  government  than  thefe 
very  gentlemen. 

It  has  been  faid  that  I  pafs  a  libel  on  the  parlia- 
ment; I  do  not  mean  to  do  fo  ;  if  I  did,  this  (hould 
not  be  the  place;  I  am  not  ambitious  of  being  fent 
to  prifon,  or  of  kneeling  at  your  bar ;  but  every  one 
mufl  laugh  at  the  encomiums  paffed  on  the  parlia- 
ment out  of  doors,  by  thofe  who  for  twenty  years 
have  been  reprefenting  it  as  the  great  nuifance  and 
grievance  of  the  nation,  and  who  now  fpeak  of  it 
as  the  paragon  of  virtue,  as  the  quinteffence  of 
excellence,  as  the  paradife  of  difmtereftednefs ;  I 
know  not  what  epithet  of  oriental  hyperbole  they 
would  not  beftow  upon  it ;  iimeo  Danaos ;  give  me 
leave  to  fufpedt  thefe  praifes ;  they  want  the  parlia- 
ment, not  becaufe  they  love  it,  but  as  a  theatre  for 
future  machinations  and  dangerous  defigns. 
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But  it  IS  faid  is  the  Englifli  Parliament  better  ? 
I  believe  it  is  infinitely ;  but  if  it  were  not,  what 
would  that  argument  go  to ;  it  might  go  to  the  ex- 
tindion  of  parliaments  altogether.  I  cannot  help  it, 
faid  the  good  Bifliop  Butler^  when  arguing  for  the 
immortality  of  the  foul  he  was  told,  why  this  will 
prove  dogs  and  horfes  to  be  immortal;  I  cannot 
help  it,  if  the  argument  be  a  good  one,  it  mud  ftand : 
fo  I  fay  if  I  were  writing  an  Utopia,  I  would  fay  if 
ever  the  time  came  that  parliament  ferved  as  a  flalking 
horfe  under  which  to  fhoot  the  arrows  of  the 
executive,  as  a  name  under  which  the  executive 
might  do,  what  it  would  not  dare  to  without  its 
influenced  fan6:ion,  or  as  a  circus  in  which  to  com- 
bat for  the  deftrudion  of  the  conflitution,  I  fhould 
think  the  exiftence  of  that  parliament  of  little  con- 
fequence  \  this  is  not  the  cafe  of  the  Englifh  Parlia- 
ment ;  I  do  not  prefume  to  fay  that  it  is  of  any 
other. 

But  would  the  Englifh  United  Parliament  he 
kinder  to  this  country  ?  no  man  feems  to  dare  to 
anfwer  the  queflion  ;  I  will  anfwer  it — 1  believe  in 
my  heart  and  foul  it  would — the  reafon  is  plain, 
becaufe  it  would  not  be  aduated  by  thofe  paflions, 
thofe  refentments,  that  third  for  revenge,  that  rooted 
memory  of  injuries  which  exifls  here.  We  have 
heard  it  this  night  lamented,  that  perfons  who  are 
faid  to  have  been  in  rebellion  were  fufFered  to  open 
their  mouths ;  we  hear  it  every  day  in  converfation 
lamented  that  they  are  faffered  to  exift ;  what !  was 
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there  to  be  no  amnefty,  no  pardon,  no  oblivion,  no 
termination  to  thefe  diftradlions  ?  yet  this  is  natural, 
it  is  incident  to  human  nature  ;  and  therefore  I  fay, 
men  at  a  diftance,  more  cool,  lefs  impaffioned,  will 
think  more  kindly  of  the  grofs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country,  and  I  do  affert  that  in  all  my  intercourfe 
with  the  Englifh  I  have  found  them  more  reafonable, 
more  compaffionate,  more  kindly  difpofed  to  the 
people  and  the  peafantry  of  this  country  than  are  its 
own  gentry. 

England  is  perpetually  fpoken  of  as  a  foreign,  nay 
as  an  hoftile  country  ;  does  this  lead  to  peace  ?  is  it 
wife  ?  is  it  true  ?  the  policy  of  England  to  us  was 
falfe  for  600  Years  !  it  was ;  but  has  (he  not  for  a 
long  time  part:  acknowledged  her  error,  retraded 
her  claims  and  altered  her  fyftem  ;  and  what  is  the 
wifdom  of  perpetually  reminding  a  fmcere  friend  of 
old  bickerings  and  ancient  errors  j  in  commercial 
coucerns  there  may  be  fome  jealoufy  of  England, 
let  this  be  well  watched  in  the  articles  of  Union  ;  but 
in  all  other  refpedls  I  cannot  conceive  why  England 
fhould  poiTibly  entertain  any  fentiment  hoftile  to  us, 
and  every  man  converfant  in  England  knows  the 
contrary  to  be  the  fad. 

But  of  all  the  charges  againft  England,  the  mofl 
audacious  as  moft  falfe  is  in  my  opinion  that  of  her 
caufmg  or  fomenting  the  difturbances  and  dif- 
tra£tions  of  this  country  ;  let  any  man  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  fay  that  he  really  believes  this : 
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Good  heaven,  Sir,  have  we  occafion  to  look  abroad 
for  the  caufes  of  our  diflentions  ? — do  we  not  know 
and  fee  every  moment  the  bitter  animofities  of 
catholic  to  proteflant  and  proteftant  to  catholic,  of 
ancient  inhabitants  to  modern  fettlers,  of  old 
claimants  to  new  poffeflbrs,  of  tenants  who  think 
themfelves  opprefTed  and  landlords  who  complain  of 
murder  and  maffacre,  of  rebels  to  loyalifts,  and 
loyalills  to  rebels?  what  has  England  to  fay  to  all 
this  ?  did  England  create  catholics  ?  did  England 
create  Orange  men  ?  did  England  create  men's  hearts 
or  their  pailions  ?  no,  England  is  endeavouring  to 
do  all  fhe  can  to  allay  and  prevent  thefe  diftradions ; 
and  the  paflions,  the  prejudices  and  the  fury  of  the 
parliament,  the  gentry  and  the  people  of  Ireland, 
(land  in  her  way. 

See  how  jull  is  this  accufatlon  ;  fhe  fends  over  a 
Chief  Governor  here  on  purpofe  to  cool  and  mode- 
rate and  quiet  and  allay  thofe  furious  animofities, 
and  for  that  very  reafon  a  party  is  made  againft  him 
by  the  very  men  who  complain  of  England's  fo- 
menting our  diforders  ;  had  that  great  man  yielded 
to  the  violence  of  fuch  advifers,  perhaps  he  would 
not  have  found  fo  many  opponents  to  an  Union. 

Foolilh  and  deluded  people  of  Ireland,  I  cannot 
help  exclaimuig !  I  know  your  virtues,  1  know  your 
fpirit,  but  furely  a  more  verfatile  people  never  was 
feen  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  !  you  feem  in  love 
with   opprelTion,   and    when   a  power  comes  here 
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which  endeavours  to  extricate  you  from  it,  you  long 
to  return  to  thofe  fcourgings  and  whippings  and 
burnings  which  firfl  difgufted  me  into  the  fupport 
of  Union,  and  like  a  Ruffian  wife  feem  to  like 
thofe  bed  who  beat  you  moft,  and  furely  you  will 
find  them  among  its  opponents. 

I  think  therefore  in  favouring  an  Union  I  am  a 
friend  to  the  people  ;  but  if  they  are  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  if  they  wifh,  as  the  King  of  Pruflia  faid  of 
the  people  of  Neufchatel,  to  be  damned  to  all 
eternity,  1  cannot  help  it,  and  I  fhould  be  forry  that 
they  were  forced  or  made  by  violence  even  to  be 
happy ;  but  let  me  firft  hear  the  voice  of  the  nation  : 
I  hear  the  voice  of  violence,  I  hear  the  voice  of 
party,  I  hear  the  voice  of  lawyers  bawling  becaufe 
their  mart  will  be  gone,  and  of  politicians  becaufe 
their  perfonal  importance  will  be  leflened,  but  I 
cannot  hear  the  cool,  fober  voice  of  the  nation  at 
large. 

I  muft  next  advert  to  the  inflammatory  language 
heard  in  this  place ;  men  admit  the  competency  of  par- 
liament, and  yet  fay  they  will  not  obey  it ;  they  fay 
parliament  is  wife  and  good,  and  yet  the  next  moment 
they  will  not  fubmit  toitl  but,  fay  they,  it  is  influenced 
and  packed  -,  this  is  not  very  confiflient,  but  if  this  be 
fo  it  ought  to  be  reformed  or  to  be  extinguiflied  ; 
fay  they,  it  is  not  free  :  there  are  different  modes  of 
aflfefting  its  freedom,  it  may  be  influenced  by 
government  or  intimidated  by  mots,  feats  may  be 
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filled  by  adminiftration  or  bought  up  by  the  purfe 
of  a  party  ;  a  man's  freedom  is  not  a  little  afteded, 
if  following  his  own  fentiments  is  to  be  followed  by 
calumniating  his  charader  or  knocking  him  on  the 
head.  And  here  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  the 
vile  calumny,  the  monftrous  abufe,  the  lying 
flander  call  upon  every  man  who  is  friendly  to  an 
Union,  is  one  reafon  which  gives  me  a  flrong  bias  to 
it ;  that  caufe  is  not  good  which  requires  fuch 
fupports. 

Another  thing  which  has  been  truly  obferved 
gives  me  a  flrong  bias  to  an  union  ;  it  is  that,  how- 
ever loyal  men  difagree  upon  the  fubject,  the  dif- 
affeded  have  no  difference 'i  it  was  faid  they  would 
be  delighted  with  the  meafure  as  leading  to  feparationj 
1  have  not  found  it — on  the  contrary  they  are 
outrageous  againft  it:  mufl  not  I  think  that  meafure  a 
guard  againd  feparation  which  the  friends  of  fepa- 
ration  fo  vehemently  deteft. 

As  to  the  propofitions  of  Union  themfelves  in 
detail,  there  are  fome  things  which  I  diflike,  and  many 
which  1  would  wifh  to  fee  modified  ;  I  wifh  the  peers 
were  not  to  be  eleded  fo/  life;  Iwillithe  boroughs  were 
not  to  be  bought,  or  if  it  muft  be  fo,  that  it  had  been 
a  private  tranfaclion,  and  I  even  think  it  would  have 
been  wife  in  England  to  have  done  it  with  her  own 
money,  not  to  gi^^e  pretence  for  difcontent  at  the 
burthen  in  this  country  ;  I  have  fome  doubts  whether 
our  quota  or  proportion  of  taxation  of  two  feven- 
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teenths  may  not  be  too  much,  and  I  am  extremely 
anxious  that  fomething  very  confiderable  indeed 
fhould  be  done  for  the  city  of  Dublin  :  I  wifti  the 
city  would  point  out  itfelf  what  it  thinks  moft  for  its 
advantage,  and  I  think  the  parliament  fhould  be  moft 
liberal  and  go  great  lengths  indeed  in  making  com- 
penfation  to  it,  if  it  is  likely  to  fufFer. 

I  have  the  honour  of  being  defcended  from  a 
long  feries  of  clergymen  of  the  church  of  England 
and  muft  naturally  be  attached  to  it,  but  I  do  not 
fee  what  mifchief  could  enfue,  if  after  an  Union 
the  catholics  were  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  any 
other  dilTenters  from  the  eftablifhed  church ;  at 
prefent,  if  admitted  into  parliament,  they  might  ac- 
quire too  much  weight  in  this  ifolated  kingdom,  and 
danger  might  enfue,  but  then  they  would  have 
exactly  the  proportionate  weight  in  the  whole  empire 
which  they  ought  to  have,  neither  more  nor  lefs ; 
they  would  have  no  pretext  for  complaint,  but  be 
exadly  on  a  footing  with  all  other  his  majefty's 
fubje^ls:  why  then  is  not  this  done?  I  verily  believe 
becaufe  an  Irifh  parliament  would  not  fuffer  it ;  in 
the  United  one  it  is  open  to  be  done :  no,  fays  one 
honourable  gentleman,  this  excludes  the  catholics 
for  ever ;  no,  fays  another,  my  objection  is  that 
this  doth  not  exclude  them  for  ever.  Thefe  are 
contrary  objedions,  but  I  think  the  latter  aflertion 
is  evidently  true,  and  therefore  I  hope  and  think 
that  the  United  parliament  will  do  that  with  fafety 
which  the  Irifh  parliament  always  has  refufed  to  do 
as  dangerous. 

And 
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And  now,  Sir,  with  all  thefe  obje£lIons,  give  mc 
leave  to  afk,  if  Union  be  rejeded  what  fyftem  is  to 
be  purfued?  I  may  object  to  parts  of  the  propofals, 
but  I  mud  wifh  on  the  whole  that  they  fhould  be 
acceptable,  becaufe  otherwife  what  follows?  fays  an 
honourable  friend  of  mine,  an  Union  muft  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  completely  military  government,  I  hope 
not;  but  what  will  the  rejedion  of  Union  be  fol- 
lowed by?  an  infinitely  more  military  government 
fought  for  and  approved  by  mod  of  thofe  men  who" 
oppofe  the  Union,  by  the  re-ena6lion  and  continua- 
tion of  all  the  fevere  laws  of  former  years,  by  all 
the  ancient  feverity,  by  the  old  colonial  fyftem,  pro- 
bably by  a  revival  of  all  the  horrors  and  diftradions 
which  we  have  not  long  fmce  efcaped. 

As  I  fear  this  city  may  be  injured,  though  not  in 
the  degree  which  wild  imagination  reprefents,  I  own 
the  apprehenfion  leaft  I  fhould  by  my  vote  injure  one 
tradefman  or  his  family  in  the  city  of  Dublin  affecls 
my  mind  more  than  all  the  declamations  which  could 
be  made  for  years  about  the  free  and  independent  par- 
liament which  I  never  faw  and  never  fhall  fee,  and 
about  the  pride  of  the  nation  oppofed  to  its  felicity: 
but  are  not  the  poor  of  Dublin  as  wretched  now  as 
they  can  be  ;  I  know  much  about  them,  I  have  felt 
much  for  them,  and  according  to  my  ability  have 
endeavoured  to  fhew  it ;  can  an  Union  make  them 
worfe  ?  I  hope  not,  I  hope  it  may  bring  in  that 
capital  and  thofe  manufadures  which  are  vi^anted  to 
make  their  condition  better ;  at  all  events,  how  can 
they  be  worfe  off  than  now  without  an  Union;  we 

C  1  may 
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may  talk  of  Union,  but  the  ladies  of  Dublin  might, 
by  adopting  a  fmgle  fafhion,  by  not  flying  to  foreign 
manufadures,  by  wearing  the  really  beautiful  drefles 
of  their  own  country,  do  more  for  the  poor  of 
Dublin  in  a  year  than  an  Union  could  efFed  againfl 
them  in  ten;  there  is  one  of  our  misfortunes,  it  is 
abfolutely  wicked,  and  I  never  fee  the  prefent  drefles 
of  the  female  fex  without  melancholy  and  forrow. 

One  word  more  as  to  the  catholics ;  I  am  a  fmcere 
proteflant,  not  like  many,  a  merely  political  but  a  re- 
ligious proteflant,  with  opinions  founded  on  reafon, 
fludy  and  refledion  ;  but  I  wifh  that  every  privilege 
fliould  be  granted  to  the  catholics  confiftent  with  the 
fafety  of  the  eflablilhment,  for  to  the  eftablifliment 
alfo  on. much  reflexion  I  am  a  fleady  friend. 

Every  body  fays  we  cannot  go  on  as  we  have 
done,  yet  no  new  plan  is  propofed  by  the  oppofers 
of  Union  ;  in  fad  they  never  could  agree  upon  one  : 
the  major  part  are  of  opinion  that  Union  is  not  ne- 
fary,  that  if  they  had  been  let  alone  they  would 
have  kept  down  the  country  with  a  ftrong  hand  as 
had  been  done  for  one  hundred  years  pad,  and  that 
nothing  v.as  wanting  but  not  to  have  flopt  them  in 
the  career  of  whipping,  fcourging,  fliooting  and 
burning,  and  refufal  of  all  amnefly,  to  bring  matters 
to  their  old  footing,  they,  therefore,  will  wifli  to 
return  to  their  old  meafures;  the  refl:  will  be  for 
redrefs  of  grievances,  and  the  old  quefliion  of  catho- 
lic emancipation  will  inltantly  be  revived  j  in  truth 
'  I  think 
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I  think  it  follows  inevitably  that  we  muft  incorporate 
with  the  catholics :  to  give  them  a  liberty  of  getting 
into  parliament  while  the  boroughs  continue  as  they 
are  would  be  trifling  and  mockery ;  they  therefore 
muft  wifh  for  reform.  Thus  all  the  old  queftions 
will  be  revived,  all  the  old  diftradions ;  and  after 
three,  or  four,  or  fix  years  of  mifery,  the  whole 
property  of  the  nation,  or  at  lead  the  proteftant 
part  of  it,  will  recur  back  to  Union  as  the  only 
refource. 

Such  is  the  pidure  which  I  form  to  myfelf  of 
future  events  in  cafe  this  meafure  be  rejected,  and 
under  thefe  impreflions,  as  I  have  faid,  though  I  may 
disapprove  of  parts  of  the  detail,  I  mud  neceflfarily 
wifh  that  the  whole  may  be  fo  modified  as  to  meet 
the  wifhes  of  the  nation  and  pafs  into  {lability. 
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The  following  is  the  Suhjiance  of  Doctor  Browne's, 
Speech  in  the  lioufe  of  Commoju  on  WtdnefJay  the 
Zl^  of  May  i8oc. 


Dr.  Broivne  faid  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have 
frefpafled  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  but  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ball)  had  made  fome 
obfervations  fo  perfonal  to  him  that  he  could  not 
avoid  faying  a  few  words.  The  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  had  dated  that  he  (Dr.  Browne) 
before  he  fupported  the  meafure  of  Union  had  made 
a  bargain  with  government ;  he  begged  leave  flatl^y 
to  deny  the  alTertion  ;  he  fmcerely  widied  that  every 
thing  that  had  paifed  between  government  and  him 
was  known  to  all  the  world,  and  he  was  fure  his 
character  would  not  fuffer,  nor  the  motives  which 
led  him  to  fupport  this  meafure  be  queflioned  after 
fuch  a  difclofure,  v^diich  would  do  honour  to  both 
parties.  The  attack  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  made  upon  him  was  of  a  nature  more  cal- 
culated  to  excite  his  laughter  than  any  other  fen- 
fation ;  fometimes  he  was  reprefented  as  being  defl  - 
rous  of  being  a  bifliop,  fometimes  a  judge,  and 
*C  4  fometimts 
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iom-etinies  a  provoii: ;  he  confeiled  he  never  had  any 
obje£lion  to  the  dignities  which  the  gentleman  fo 
liberally  conferred,  if  they  were  attainable  with 
honour,!  but  he  folemnly  denied  that  he  had 
rnade  any  thing  like  terms  with  government,  or 
was  actuated  by  any  fuch  unworthy  motive  in  the 
fapport  he  gave  to  this  meafure.  He  believed  he 
might  without  impropriety  ftate  the  only  conver- 
fation  he  had  with  the  noble  lord  previous  to  the 
introduction  of  this  fubject  ;  the  noble  lord,  with 
a  proper  refped  to  the  members  of  that  Houfe, 
-enquired  the  feiuiments  of  every  gentleman  up- 
on the  important  queilion  of  the  Union  with 
England ;  upon  that  occafion  he  did  declare  hi« 
fentimeius  to  the  nobie  lord  to  be  decidedly  in 
favour  of  the  meafure  j  heconfefled  that  afterwards, 
in  compliance  with  the  wifhes  of  his  ccnilituents, 
he  had  foolidily  oppofed  his  own  opinion  by  voting 
againfl:  the  difcufiion  of  Union  ;  he  was  not  afraid 
to  (late  the  whole  of  his  conduct  upon  this  fubjed 
to  the  Houfe  and  the  world.  The  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  language 
which  he  held  upon   the  piopofitions  in  the  year 

1785, 


•j-  Uo6lor  Ero\?ne  never  was  the  hypocrite  to  fay  that  he  rc- 
jecfkeJ  advancement  if  attainable  with  honour,  nor  the  fool  to 
rhink,  that  a  country  gains  by  virtue  always  reje^ing  ftation,  to  let 
vice  take  it ;  but  he  was  always  ready  to  forfeit  any  profpeds 
rather  rhan  do  what  he  thought  not  right,  and  every  one  knows 
how  much  he  has  forfeited  by  that  mode  of  thinking,  and  in 
what  fituation  he  might  have  been  now,  had  he  adled  otherwifcc 
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1785;  he  was  ready  to  avow  every  vvord  he  haii 
laid  upon  that  occafion ;  he  did  oppofe  them, 
becaufe  he  confidered  them  as  an  attack  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  Irifh  Legiilature  ;  but  what  fimilarity 
was  there  between  that  meafure  and  the  prefent; 
nothing  but  a  complete  confufion  of  ideas  could 
lead  any  man  to  confound  them  together.  He  war. 
willing  to  confefs  that  he  was  no  friend  to  Union 
in  the  abftracl,  and  that  he  was  convinced  if  good 
councils  had  been  adopted  the  meafure  would  not 
have  been  neceifary ;  but  on  the  termination  of  the 
late  rebellion  he  was  convinced  of  the  necelTity  of  an 
Union.  He  knew  the  fentiments  he  was  delivering 
would  not  be  pleafmg  to  either  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
but  he  was  at  that  time  convinced  that  the  extre- 
mities and  violence  to  which  feme  of  the  Orangemen 
went,  together  with  the  exceffes  of  the  rebels,  en» 
-dangered  the  exiftence  of  the  country  \  the  name 
cf  Orangeman  had  been  abufed  ;  in  the  true  original 
fsnfe  of  the  word  he  v.-as  proud  to  flate  himfelf  an 
Orangeman.  When  the  queflion  was  brought  for- 
ward, he  had,  as  he  before  dated,  voted  in  com- 
pliance with  the  fentiments  of  his  conftituents 
againd  the  meafure  ;  but  v/hen  he  faw  of  what 
difcordant  materials  the  oppofition  vras  formed, 
when  he  faw  that  all  its  nevj  aHiilants  only  oppcfed 
t\\Q  Union  becaufe  they  thought  it  would  diminilh 
their  ovv^n  power,  he  determined  never  to  acl  with 
tJiem  again.  Though  he  differed  from  many  gentle- 
men 


men  in  this  country  in  his  opinion  upon  this  fubje6b^ 
he  was  happy  to  find  that  he  agreed  with  perfons 
of  the  greateft  eminence  in  England,  with  whom 
he  was  always  proud  to  concur  in  fentiment — he 
alluded  particularly  to  Earl  Moira  and  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  who  appeared  to  him  to  obje61:  not  to  the 
principle  but  to  the  time* 

He  begged  no'.v  to  take  notice  of  an  aflTertion 
made  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  and  which  they  had  repeated  fo  often  that 
they  really  feemed  to  believe  it  themfelves,  viz. 
that  the  people  of  this  country  v/ere  decidedly 
?;a;aian:  the  meafuie  ;  he  had  never  heard  any  other 
];roof  of  this  circumflance  than  the  aflertion  of  the 
gentlemen  therrirelve;>  ;  indeed,  there  was  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  very  reverfe  was  the  fad:, 
for  if  the  country  had  bcc:\  as  decidedly  hodile  to 
the  meafure  as  it  had  been  reprefented,  it  would 
not  be  fo  tranquil  as  it  now  is  ;  v^as  it  not  fuppofed 
that  on  the  lair  circuit  the  country  would  have  been 
worked  up  into  a  (late  of  agitation  agalnft  the 
Union  ?  and  yet  the  moil  perfcLl  tranquillity  had 
j)revail'id.  In  the  year  J  780,  w»hen  Ireland  de- 
manded a  free  tr.ade,  it  was  the  voice  of  the  whole 
people,  and  it  was  irre/iftible  :-!-  in  1782,  when  flie 

demanded 

t  The  papiA  then  Joined  with  the  proteflant.  In  1798  the 
protefiiint  in  Lis  fury  sgainfi:  the  papifl  forgot  that  no  great  good 
fffc-ifl  h.id  ever  been  produced  but  by  their  joint  exertion?,  and 
•vas  blird  enough  not  to  fee  that  he  wiz  carrying  the  L'nicn, 
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demanded  the  repeal  of  the  6th  Geo.  ift.  it  was 
alfo  the  voice  of  the  whole  people,  and  was  confe- 
quently  irrefiftible  ;  and  if  the  Union  with  England 
was  as  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the  people  as 
had  been  reprefented,  no  minifler,  whatever  his 
power  in  parliament  might  be,  could  poflibly  carry* 
it  J  if  the  people  were  not  in  favour  of  the  Union, 
at  leafl  they  were  indifferent  to  it. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  were  very  fond 
of  appealing  to  the  people,  and  language  was  fre- 
quently ufed  of  the  mod  inflammatory  tendency. 
He  remembered,  when  fome  time  ago  he  oppofed 
the  meafures  of  Lord  Weftmorland  and  Lord  Cam- 
den,*  fome  of  the  gentlem.en  now  in  oppofition 
applied  very  flrong  epithets  to  him,  but  by  their 
condu6l  upon  this  occafion  they  had  fliewn  that 
it  was  only  fome  kind  of  rebellions  to  which  they 
were  averfe. 

Gentlemen  profelTcd  to  appeal  to  tl>e  people  ;  he 
would  wiUlngly  appeal  to  any  peafant  of  common 
underllanding  upon  this  queition,  and  would  alk 
liim  what  he  mo  ft  feared  as  the  confequence  of 
an  Uiion— an  incrcafe  cf  his  tythes,  his  rent,  or  his 

taxes  ? 

*  It  is  notorious  that  Mr.  Browne  always  Hiewed  in  the 
flrongeft  manner  the  moft  adlive  aitaclment  to  the  king,  the 
church  and  the  conflitution,  though  he  bkmeil  certain  minifterial 
meafures  Of  this  he  received  the  drongeft  acLr.c.vlcdgment  from 
Lord  Camden,  though  in  oppofition, 


(       *2!2       ) 

Taxes  ?  with  refpea  to  his  tythes  he  would  not  be  put 
in  a  worfe  (late  by  a  Union,  and  the  late  bill  would 
place  him  even  in  a  better  fituation.  As  to  rent,  per-* 
haps  he  difFered  from  many  gentlemen  upon  this 
fubjecl,  but  one  of  his  (Ironged  reafonsfor  fupporting 
this  meafure  was  that  he  thought  it  would  have  the 
effe.cl  of  reducing  the  rents  in  Ireland,  and  this 
he  thought  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  country, 
becaufe  at  prefent  the  rents  bore  no  proportion  to 
the  profits  of  the  land  ;  he  was  perfuacled  that 
cifter  an  Union  rent  would  decreafe,  becaufe  hitherto 
jand  was  the  only  commodity  at  market;  but  the 
rncreafe  of  manufaclures  and  of  capital  v/ould 
■lower  the  revenue  and  encreafe  the  value  of  the 
land.  With  regard  to  taxes,  he  fhould  be  glad 
^o  know  what  tax  the  people  of  this  country  were 
s^ver  faved  from  by  the  parliament  except  only  th-e 
iibfentee  tax.  He  had  but  one  obfervation  more 
to  make ;  gentlemen  were  much  in  the  habit  of 
^viiliing  to  make  perfonal  attacks  upon  him. ;  he  was 
not  afnamed  to  fay  that  he  feared  God  ;  if  not 
the  fcrlptures  had  to^ld  him  that  at  the  lall  day 
heaven  would  be  afliamed  of  him  ;  he  was  not 
sifraid  to  obferve  tliat  from  his  peculiar  fituation, 
jis  fenier  fellow  of  a  college,  decorum  made  it 
particularly  incumbent  upon  him  not  to  feek  foi* 
quarrels  ;  nor  was  he  forgetful  that  the  knowledge 
that  a  duel  might  deprive  him  of  700I.  a  year  made 
adventuring  adverfaries  particularly  courageous   in 

feeking 
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feeking  for  fo  unequal  a  combat ;  he  fpoke  boldly 
becaufe  he  felt  he  was  no  coward,  and  he  believed 
every  man  felt  it;  but  while  at  the  fame  time  he  was 
confcious  that  there  were  fituations  ariflng  acciden- 
tally and  invoiuntarily  between  gentlemen  which  are 
much  to  be  lamented,  and  to  real  fpirit  difficult  to 
be  rdin-ed  ;  he  was  free  to  own,  that  if  any  man 
vented  his  cool  blooded,  interefted,  and  premeditated 
malice  upon  him,  and  much  more  if  he  was  the 
poor  inftrument  of  the  malice  of  others,  he  would 
treat  his  impotent  alTault  with  filent  contempt. 
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To  ARTHUR  BROWNE,  Efq;  one  of  the  Repre^ 
fentatives,  &;c.  &c.  &c. 

SIR, 

We,  the  underfigned  Electors  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  deeply  regrel  that  we  are  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  addreffirg  you  again  on  a  fubjed:  on  which 
we  had  hoped  that  you  and  we  were  fufficiently 
explicit.  With  equal  aflonifhment  and  grief  we 
hear  the  ftrongeft  reports  that  your  parliamentary 
conduct:  this  fefTion  is  likely  to  difappoint  all  that 
expe6lation  which  we  conceived  ourfelves  fully- 
warranted  to  cherifli,  as  v/ell  by  your  anfwer  to  our 
former  address,  as  by  your  public  engagements  at 
the  general  eledion,  and  your  vote  and  declarations 
in  the  lafl  fellion  of  parliament.  Determined  as  we 
are  ro  reje^  as  long  as  polTible  the  fufpicion  that 
you  are  capable  of  ading  in  a  manner  fo  difgraceful 
to  your  charader,  we  yet  are  compelled  by  the 

prevalence 
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prevalence  of  thofe  rumours,  thus  to  call  on  you 
to  contradict  them,  and  to  evince  by  a  decided  and 
manly  oppofition  to  the  meafure  of  a  Legiflative 
Union  with  Great  Britain,  that  you  difdain  to  take 
advantage  of  any  verbal  ambiguity,  if  any  fuch 
exifts,  in  order  to  evade  the  performance  of  a  plain 
and  folemn  promife. 

[Signed  by  nine  Fellovi^s  and  thirty- 
fix  Scholars.] 
Jan*  2iy?  1800. 


The  indecorum  of  this  addrefs  to  a  Senior  Fellow  fpeaks  for 
itfelf ;  its  veracity  may  be  judged  of  by  the  following  docu- 
ments. 
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Br*  Browne's  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  Addrefs. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  addrefs  depends  entirely  on  aflumptions  in 
which  I  cannot  acquiefce. — The  firfl  is  of  a  plain 
and  folemn   promife  and  engagement  at  the    laft: 
general  eleclion,  always  to  oppofe  the  meafure  of  a 
Legillative  Union  with  Great  Britain  :     This  I  mujl 
utterly  deny  ;  I  never  heard  it  aflerted  till  lafl  Wed- 
nefday,  and  then  with  the  exception,  unlefs  it  were 
necejfary  to  pre'vent  an  Union  with  France^    which 
many  rational  men  now  think  it  is.     You  put  it 
without  allowing  that  I  made  any  exception  at  all. 
However,  with  or  without  the  exception,  I  do  deny 
the  charge ;    at  the  time    fcarce    any    man    even 
dreamt  of   the  probability   of   fuch   an   event;    I 
am   fure    I  did  not:    but   even   fo,    my  recollec- 
tion   and    convidion    is,    that    though    repeatedly 
applied  to,    I  refufed   abfolutely    to   bind    myfelf 
on  the  fubje6l,    faying,    that   I  could    not   forefee 
all  pollible  cafes,  though    I    did  not  fee    the  pro- 
bable  one  in   which  I  could   approve  of   fuch   a 
meafure ;  and  in   this  recollection  and  conviction 
1  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  being  confirmed,  not  only 
by  what  I  know  of  the  conflant  habit  and  determi- 
nation of  my  mind  not  to   bind  myfelf,  but  by  the 
concurrent  recolledion  and  convidion  of  fome  of 
the  principal  perfons  in   the  College,  and  alfo  of 
two  Barrifters  of  the  higheft  eminence,  of  the  mod 
unimpeachable  credit,  and  who  of  all  men  are  the 
moft  perfedly  unconnected  with  parties  or  politics*  ; 
D  the 

*  Mt.  French  and  Mr.  Mayne. 
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the  names  of  thefe  gentlemen  I  have  privately  com- 
municated to  you  in  the  envelope  of  this  anfv/er, 
and  am  ready  to  communicate  to  any  man.  Ihe 
fame  is  confirmed  by  many  other  perfons. 

The  fecond  afuimotion  is  of  declarations  in  par- 
liament binding  me  in  the  fame  manner:  they 
Ihould  have  been  ftated,  for  I  am  ignorant  of  them  ; 
but  of  this  1  am  pofitive,  that  fo  different  was  the 
impreffion  on  my  mind,  that  on  the  third  night  of 
the  feffion,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  ftiflethe 
queition  for  ever,  I  darted  up,  called  out  to  the 
chair,  though  not  heard  in  the  confufion,  and  faid 
that  I  never  would  vote  for  fuch  a  refolution  ;  and 
as  1  had  refufed  to  bind  myfelf  in  perpetuum  out 
of  parliam^-nt,  fo  I  would  in  it.  This  I  am  fure 
mud  be  recolleded  by  two  gentlemen  of  high 
charafter,  who  endeavoured  to  diffuade  me  from 
doing;  fo,  and  whofe  names  I  have  alfo  communi- 
cated  to  you,  and  am  ready  to  mention  to  any 
man.*     . 

Another  implied  affumption  feems  to  be  that  you 
fpeak  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  the  College ;  yet  you 
know  as  well  as  I  do  that  there  is  a  number  of 
Fellows,  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  equal  to  that  which 
has  figned  the  addrefs,  and  among  thofe  almod:  all  the 
Senior  Fellows,  whofe  fentiments  are  favourable  to  an 
Union — and  who  fo  exprefs  themfelves  in  private  ! 

The  only  pofTible  ground  upon  which  I  can  admit 
that  there  is  any  pretence  even  for  fupporting  the 

opinion 
*  Sir  Laurence  Parfons  and  Mr.  Hardy. 
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cpinlon  you  maintain  is,  my  anfwer  of  the  laft  year, 
5ind  that  you  do  not  appear  to  have  much  relied 
upon  ;  that  anfwer  mud  fpeak  for  iifelf. — During 
the  rebellion  my  mind  had  been  ftrongly  inclined  to 
an  Union,  and  fo  I  faid  to  many  perfons,  not  as  a 
defirable  thing  in  itfelf,  but  as  a  releafe  from 
mifery. — At  the  time  of  giving  that  anfwer  I  fpoke 
what  my  fentiments  then  were,  or  perhaps  went  a 
little  further  in  confequence  of  your  addrefs  ;  that 
anfwer  I  always  conceived  as  relating  to  the  then 
prefent  time,  and  long  hefitated  whether  I  fhould 
not  more  particularly  exprefs  this,  which  I  think  is 
evident  from  its  whole  tenor. — I  even  foretold  what 
would  be  the  cafe  if  the  meafures  of  parliament 
were  not  altered. — To  fuppofe  that  my  then  opinion 
was  not  to  be  afFefled  by  any  future  meafures  or 
changes  in  the  flate  of  the  counjry^  is  fuppofmg 
impollibility  ;  in  fad  fubfequent  meafures  have  had 
a  violent  effecl  upon  my  mind  :  and  give  me  leave 
to  fay,  as  to  the  fir  ft  part  of  that  anfwer,  that  I 
then  thought  my  conftituents  much  more  unani- 
mous in  your  fentiments  than  I  have  fmce  found 
them  to  be. 

To  attend  to  the  widies  of  all  my  conftituents 
mufl  be  defirable  ;  to  do  this,  where  there  is  a 
diverfity  of  fentrment,  and  the  majority  of  Senior 
Fellows  differ  in  opinion  from  the  majority  of  Junior, 
which  I  pofitively  affert,  from  their  own  declara- 
tions, they  now  do,  is  impradlicable  j  but  lead  of 
all  am  1  concerned  about  the  wifhes  of  thofe  of  the 
D  2  FelJows, 
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Fellows,  who,  for  what  reafon  I  know  not,  have,  in 
my  opinion,  for  no  inconfiderable  time  paft  been 
hoftile  to  me,  and  taken  every  ftep  to  remove  me 
from  my  feat  in  parliament,  before  they  alleged 
even  any  pretext  for  doing  fo  :  and  in  this  num- 
ber I  am  forced  to  fay,  I  believe,  are  included  not 
lefs  than  feven  of  thofe  who  have  addreffed  me,  at 
the  head  of  which  addreffers  I  fee  the  name  of  my 
principal  opponent  at  the  lad  eledlion. 

I  highly  refpect  the  generous  and  warm  feelings 
of  the  young  men  who  are   my    conftituents   in 
College  ;  I  have  had  my  experience  of  them  :  but 
it  is  remarkable  that  I  fee  in  the  number  of  figna- 
tures,  I  think,  but  feven  of  thofe  who  were  my  con- 
ftituents   at   the  general    election,    and   very   few 
indeed  of  my  old  friends  in  the  number,  which  is 
no  fmall  fatisfa6licn  to  me :  and  it  is  odd,  that  the 
others,  feme  of  whom  mufl:  juft   then  have  entered 
the  College,  and  mod  of  whom  I   do  not  know, 
fhould  be  fo  accurate  in  their  recolledion.     Allow- 
ing for  any  polTible  bias  to  their  Tutors,  I  am  fure 
their  feelings  are  fmcere,  and  they  think  they  are 
right,  whether  they  are  fo  or  not :  but  the  affertion 
in  a  great  meafure  comes  either  from  my  foes  or 
from  thofe  who  can  probably  know  nothing  about 
it, 

I  do  not  mean  in  tiie  finallert  degree  to  judge  of 
the  condud  of  my  colleague  :  I  confider  him  as 
much  at  liberty  as  myfelf,  and  am  fure  he  has  and 

will 
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will  do  whatever  he  thinks  right ;  but  if  my  recol- 
leaion  doth  not  fail  me,  on  the  third  day  of  lad 
feflion,*  when  the  motion  was  for  leaving  out  of 
the  addrefs  the  claufe  which  promifed  to  take  into 
confideration  his  Majefty's  MefTage  as  to  the  Union, 
he  voted  for  retaining  it,  that  is,  for  confidering 
the  mefTage,  and  on  the  firll  day  of  this  feflion  was 
abfent  from  the  Houfe  ;  yet  neither  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances  feem  to  have  awoke  that  attention  which  has 
been  fo  fharply  alive  to  my  condud.  ^ 

I  have  only  voted  for  confidering  his  Majefly's 
Meflage  ;  I  have  not  declared  for  a  Legiflative  Union. 
I  will  ufe  my  free  judgment  on  the  fubjed  ;  to 
fay  any  thing  further  would  be  admitting  your 
pofitions— giving  room  for  further  altercation,  or 
doing  that  which,  in  my  opinion,  I  have  always  re- 
fufed  to  do. 

I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this  anfwer,  which 
was  unavoidable  :  it  was  impoflible  to  fubmit  to 
fuch  charges,  and  I  am  obliged  ftrenuoufly  to  con- 
tradia  them.  I  fhall  not  follow  you  in  afperity  of 
language. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

A.  BROWNE. 

Jan,  22d  1800. 

Copy 

*  The  writer  here  was  in  fubftance  fight,  though  in  error  as 
to  his  recollection  of  the  particular  night  and  queftion  ;  he  was 
forry  however  that  he  introduced  his  colleague's  name,  which 
was  not  necefTary,  and  mu(t  be  impvited  to  his  ading  on  ,the  fpur 
of  tiie  nioiiient. 
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Copy  of  a  Paper  banded  to  DoHor  Browne  by  Counfellor 
French  of  Kildarefireet, 

HAVING  had  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  being 
acquainted  with  the  late  moll  refpedable  Provoft, 
Doctor  Murray,  he  applied  to  me  to  be  his  afliftant 
counfcl  at    the  late   eleQion    for  members  for   the 
Univerfity,  which  I  declined,  as  I  thought  it  would 
be  inconfiltent  with  the  line  in  my  profeiTion  which 
I  had  ?.iiopted  of  doing  bufmefs  only  in  my  cham- 
bers: however  my   edeem  for   Doctor  Murray  was 
fuch,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  meet  and   con- 
fult    with    the    gentleman    appointed    by    him    as 
afliftant  counfel.     Thefe  motives  excited  in  me  a 
curiofity    to    attend    the    general    eledion    in    the 
College,  and  on    that  occafion  I  obferved  that  the 
candidates  were  repeatedly  and  warmly  prelTed  by 
fome  of  the  eieftors  to  give  an  explicit  declaration 
againll:  an  Union  of  this  country  with  Great  Britain. 
Though  I  cannot  recoiled  the  particular  expreflions 
of  the  gentlemen  making  fuch  requifition,  or  of  the 
anfwers  of  Dodor  Browne  on  that  occafion,  yet  I 
am  clear  in  opinion  that  he  did  not  bind  himfelf  by 
any  engagement  either  for  or  againft  fuch  a  meafure, 
and  that  he  declared  himfelf  clearly  that  he  would 
not    engage  himfelf,  as  pojfihly  circumjlances  would 
oblige  him.  confiftent  with  his  duty^  tofupport  the  raeafiire^ 
though   at  that  time  he  did  not  fee  the  probability 
of  fuch  circumflances  occurring:    this  is   the  con- 
clufion  I  have   drawn  from  what   occurred  in   my 

hearing 
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hearing  at  the  eledion,  and  I  believe  I  am  not  mif- 
taken  in  this  conclufion,  for  the  fentiments  ex- 
preiTed  on  that  occafion  by  Do6lor  Browne  made  an 
imprefTion  on  me,  and  appeared  to  me  then,  as  they 
do  now,  to  be  fuch  as  a  wife^  confcientious  and  honefi 
reprefeniafi've  flyould  adopt. 

ROBERT  FRENCH  * 


*  To  gentlemen  in  Ireland  there  is  no  occaiion  to  fute  who 
Mr.  French  is  ;  to  thofe  of  another  kingdom  it  may  be  necefTary  to 
mention  that  his  teflimony  is  particularly  brought  forward,  becaufe 
it  weighs  in  this  country,  as  much  as  that  of  any  individual 
whatever ;  of  long  and  great  reputation  at  the  bar,  of  fair  and 
unfullied  fame,  of  the  pureft  moral  character,  remarkably  un- 
conne<5ted  through  his  life  with  politicks  and  party,  he  perhaps  is 
the  mofl  unexceptionable  witnefs  that  could  poffibly  be  adduced  ; 
his  leave  to  give  this  letter  to  the  wOrld,  was  conveyed  in  a  note 
in  which  he  gave  his  free  permiffion  to  make  any  ufe  of  the  letter, 
as  he  confidered  it  but  ss  that  julHce  which  he  would  do  to  the 
mofl:  perfc<ft  ftrangcr;  his  teftimony  was  confirmed  by  Mr, 
Mayne,  by  the  Bifhop  of  Clonfert,  by  the  Vice  Provoft  of  the 
CoiLge,  by  Mr,  Barker,  Curate  of  St.  George's,  and  many 
other  moll  refpe*51ahle  by-danders:  hence  may  be  eftimatedj  the 
veracity  of  the  other  charges. 


(     33     ) 

SIR, 
Underflanding  that  you  have  received  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  who  was  prefent  at  your  Election 
as  a  reprefentative  of  this  Univerfity,  flaring  the 
impreflion  on  his  mind  concerning  the  engagements 
you  entered  into  to  oppofe  a  Legillative  Union  with 
Great  Britain,  I  beg  leave  in  this  way  to  inform 
you  of  fome  fads,  which  I  am  ready  to  verify  by 
affidavit,  and  of  w^hich  certainly  I  am  ihe  moft  com- 
petent witnefs,  as  being  immediately  concerned  in 
them. 

When  Dodor  Stokes  and  I"^  firft  called  on  the 
candidates  to  pledge  themfelves  againft  the  meafure 
of  an  Union,  there  was  much  talk  on  their  part,  by 
which  they  appeared  to  aim  at  avoiding  any  fpecific 
engagement,  putting  (hypotheticallyj  cafes  which 
they  conceived  might  occur  and  render  the  meafure 
eligible  as  a  fmaller  evil  ;  with  all  this  Df\  Stokes 
and  I  avowed  ourfelves  not  fatisfied,  and  declared 
our  determination  to  leave  the  hall  without  voting:, 
unlefs  fome  of  the  candidates  took  a  more  explicit 
teft  ;  but  our  late  refpeded  Provoft  appearing 
much  chagrined  by  the  difcuffion  of  the  queflion, 
we  agreed  to  wave  the  fubjed  'till  Dr.  Stokes  fhould 
E  be 

*  It  appears  then  throughout,  that  Dr.  Stokes  and  he  were  the 
only  perfons  who  troubled  themfelves  about  the  matter;  but  what 
is  implied  in  the  addrefs  of  the  conflituents  ?  furely  that  the 
candidates  were  called  on  by  the  whole  body  of  the  eleflors.  Is  this 
fair,  candid,  or  true  !  the  truth  is  that  at  'he  time  nobody  elfe 
concerned  themfelves  about  the  whims  of  Dr.  Stokes  and  Mr. 
Walker. 
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be  called  on  for  his  vote,  and  then  bring  the  matter 
to  a  fhort  iflue  by  propofmg  to  the  candidates  ex- 
prefs  terms,  which  if  they  declined  to  ufe  we  would 
not  vote. 

Accordingly,  while  the  returning  officer  was 
taking  the  votes  of  others,  I  wrote  down  the  follow- 
ing words : 

"  I  declare  that  there  are  no  circumftances 
"  which  I  can  forefee*  in  which  I  will  not  to  the 
"  utmoft  of  my  power  oppofe  a  Legillative  Union 
"  with  Great  Britain." 

That  this  was  the  purport  I  am  ready  to  fwear, 
though  I  may  not  be  accurate  in  each  fyllable,  a§ 
you  retained  the  paper.f 

This  written  tefl  I  put  into  your  hand  about  the 
time  that  Dr.  Stokes  was  called  on  for  his  vote 
exprefling  a  hope  that  you  would  have  no  objedlion 
to  ufe  it ;  upon  which  (after  looking  at  the  paper) 
you  flood  up  and  repeated  either  the  fame  words  or 
words  to  the  fame  effed,  and  each  of  the  other 
candidates  ftanding  up  faid  that  he  declared  the 
fame ;  then  without  farther  talk  upon  the  fubjed 
Dr.  Stokes  and  I  voted  for  you. 

That  the  circumflance  of  a  written  tefl  having 
been  given,  fhould  be  unknown  to  many  who  were 

prefent, 

*  Was  the  fury  of  the  rebels,  or  the  violence  of  the  orangemen, 
or  the  Jate  rebellion  and  diftradions  then  forefeen  ? 

j-  A  fingular  tefl,  retained  by  the  fiippofcd  covenanter. 
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prefent,  I  do  not  wonder,  on  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  I  put  it  into  your  hands.  Whether  I  fuc- 
ceeded  in  framing  it  with  fufficient  precifion,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  fay,  I  can  only  teftify  my  defign,  and 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  other  candidates  conceive 
therafelves  to  have  been  decifively  pledged.* 

I  have  troubled  you  with  this  plain  and  brief 
ftatement  of  fadls,  as  I  find  that  you  have  received 
communications  on  the  fubjedl  from  others  who 
certainly  are  not  fo  well  qualified  to  give  informati- 
on,  and  becaufe  I  mufl  confider  you  rather  as  delirous 
of  receiving  aid  to  your  recollection  than  as  feeking 
any  corroboration  of  your  aflfertions. 

You  are  welcome,  Sir,  to  make  any  ufe  of  this 
letter  you  pleafe. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

J.   WALKER. 


^  How  does  this  appear  ? 
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SIR, 
I  received  your  letter,  and  though  1  have  no  re- 
eolledion  of  the  matters  by  you  mentioned,  and  do 
not  admit  them,  yet  I  think  if  admitted  they  con- 
firm my  (latements.  It  appears  by  your  own  (hewing 
that  no  perfons  interefted  themfelves  in  the  matter 
but  you  and  Dr.  Stokes,  and  that  the  writing  by  you 
alleged  bears  no  manner  of  fimilitude  to  the 
engagement  which  I  was  charged  as  having  entered 
into,  and  feems  to  me  not  eflentially  to  differ  from 
what  in  my  anfwer  to  your  late  addrefs  I  ftated 
myfelf  to  have  faid  at  the  eledion  ;  how  you  con- 
ceived it  is  another  matter,  but  I  am  fure  I  had  no 
idea  of  conceiving  it  myfelf  as  you  fay  you  did, 
nor  the  lead  idea  that  you  or  any  perfon  would  fo 
conceive  it,  nor  do  I  fee  any  reafon  or  ground  for 
fo  doing. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

A.  BROWNE, 


